
Priority Area 2: Sexual harm and violence towards children 
(Child Sexual Exploitation and Child Sexual Abuse)  
 
What we want for children:  Children and young people in Brighton & Hove are protected from sexual harm and violence. 
 
Sexual harm and violence can have a devastating impact on the lives of children and may have far reaching consequences for their families and our 
communities. It is not limited to any particular gender, geographic area or social background but it is clear from the increased awareness arising from a 
number of high profile media cases that it remains prevalent throughout the UK.  
 
 
LSCB Child Sexual Abuse Strategy 

This strategy sets out the vision, commitment and approach 
of the LSCB to ensure arrangements to safeguard children 
from sexual abuse are effective. It builds on what we have 
learned, both locally and more widely.  The strategy outlines 

how agencies work together on cases when potential child sexual 
abuse concerns are reported, and details continuing plans to disrupt 
this kind of activity and prosecute the people who perpetrate this crime. 
It also talks to peer on peer abuse, harmful sexual behaviours and 
harmful practices. An action plan to accompany the strategy is in 
development as at 31 March 2018.  
 
Learning seminar focussed on case planning and inter agency 
working 
In February 2017 a joint learning review was undertaken between 
Families, Children and Learning and Sussex Police to examine the 
effectiveness of their joint working arrangements to safeguard a 15 
year old female looked after by Brighton & Hove Local Authority who 
was at risk of sexual exploitation. A seminar with frontline staff was 
also held to identify learning points.  The case generally evidenced 
good inter agency working with clear evidence of a multi-disciplinary 
team who knew the child well and who all agreed on the level of risk 
posed to her. The main issue related to gaps in communication 
between social work and police which led to police not being fully 
updated on case planning discussions and the legal context.  

 
Intra-familial Sexual Abuse audit 
Intra-familial sexual abuse is where a family member involves a 
child in (or exposes a child to) sexual behaviours or activities. The 
family member need not be a blood relative, but could be someone 
who is considered “part of the family,” such as a godparent or very 
close friend.  This year we have been finalising plans to undertake 
a quality assurance activity to evaluate how effectively current 
multi-agency practice protects children where concerns have been 
raised that sexual abuse may be occurring within a family. Results 
are pending as at 31 March 2018. 
 
Peer on Peer Abuse 
Peer on peer abuse occurs when a young person is harmed by 
their peers. ‘Peer-on-peer’ abuse can relate to various forms of 
abuse and can be harmful to the child perpetrator as well as the 
victim. In 2017 the government issued new guidance for schools 
around dealing with Sexual violence and sexual harassment 
between children in schools and colleges. Since publication 
local schools have been supported to update their working 
practices. Next year safeguarding partners should seek assurance 
about the effectinvess of arrangements to safeguard against this 
type of abuse.  

 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/667862/Sexual_Harassment_and_Sexual_Violence_-_Advice.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/667862/Sexual_Harassment_and_Sexual_Violence_-_Advice.pdf


Child Sexual Abuse Referral Centre (CSARC) 
 

Over the year the CSARC team continued to run regular training sessions. This included open days 
to highlight child sexual abuse and demonstrate how the team works with all professionals to give 
the best service to children and families. The 2017 service review by NHS England rated the Sussex 
CSARC as Outstanding in many areas. The team regularly collects feedback from all users and 
works to continually improve the service. Additionally the service successfully applied for two 
research / evaluation grants from the Centre of Expertise for Child Sexual Abuse. These grants have 
been used to review and improve services in particular for children in care.  

 
 
 
 
Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE) Audit  
 
From audit work carried out in the previous year we know that on the whole the responses to CSE are effective with evidence to suggest agencies work well 
together to reduce risk but that there were some areas that needed tightening up.  The audit highlighted examples where support services quickly withdrew 
when the young person who was at risk of CSE refused to meet in clinical settings. This isn’t the first time the LSCB have been made aware of this issue and 
we have continued to work with commissioning colleagues to ensure service provision is flexible enough to meet the needs of people who find attending 
clinic based appointments daunting.   
 
 
Vulnerability to exploitation  

 
 
This year we reviewed the effectiveness of our subcommittees which hold responsibility for overseeing the tactical and 
strategic response to child sexual exploitation. Both groups now focus  on the vulnerability to all forms of exploitation, 
including Child Criminal Exploitation (CCE), Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE) (including Trafficking), and Missing & 
Radicalisation.  This has helped the LSCB to remain alert to emerging risks and issues. The latter end of the year saw us 
becoming aware of a new and emerging threat for the partnership; the risk of drug gangs exploiting young people to 
transport drugs around the city and county. 
  

“They were 
really nice and 

kind” 



Learning and Development  
LSCB learning & development offers around sexual violence and harm to children have continued throughout the year. During the 
‘Safeguarding the City’ event, experts from the Clermont Unit1 delivered presentations on supporting young people who display harmful sexual 
behaviours. Colleagues at the WISE Project2 ran a session looking at the particular issues for boys and young men experiencing or at risk of 
sexual exploitation.  There was also a workshop around the issues of consent, promoting conversations about those young people who may 
not understand that they are being forced or coerced into some form of sexual activity.  
 
Return Home Interviews   
Statutory guidance on children who run away or go missing states that when a child is found they should be offered an independent return 
interview (DfE, 2014:14). The key benefits of return interviews are to identify people at risk; understand the risks and issues faced whilst 
missing; reduce the risks of future episodes of missing or running away; and equip people with the resources and knowledge of how to stay 
safe if they do choose to run away again (DfE, 2014: 15-16). Since April 2016 Missing People have been commissioned locally to provide 
return home interviews. In June 2017 they presented their annual report.  At this time we were advised that the accuracy of reporting for 
Brighton & Hove children could not be guaranteed due to double recording and some system issues. At the beginning of the year across 
Sussex it was noted that there was a decrease in the timeliness of Return Home Interviews. Sussex wide performance improved significantly 

by September 2017 when 50% were completed within 72 hours, and 90% were completed within 7 days, exceeding their target.  As at 31 

March 2018 the LA continues to seek assurance from the provider that the service offered to Brighton & Hove children is satisfactory.  

Conclusion 
We have consistently delivered well in relation to this priority. There is evidence of significant changes to ways of working that have improved 
outcomes for children and young people. Services are focused on supporting victims as well as acting to find and stop would be perpetrators. 
The LSCB has influenced to ensure that strategic and operational responses to sexual harm and violence are informed by voices of children 
who have experienced this type of abuse. However, there is still work to do. Whilst there is evidence that the response to missing children is 
improving more work is needed to understand the patterns and learn how to reduce repeat episodes in a child focused way. 
 

 

                                                 
1
 The Clermont Family Assessment Centre is a joint agency, specialist child protection unit with a multi-disciplinary team of experienced professionals. The Unit provides 

specialist risk assessments for the courts and in child protection procedures. Other work includes individual, group and family therapy, treatment programmes and 
consultation and training for professionals. 
2
 YMCA WiSE works across Brighton and Hove, Surrey and East Sussex to support children and young people to stay safe in their relationships 


