
Private Fostering 
 
Arrangements to raise awareness about 
Private Fostering  
A private fostering arrangement is one that is 
made privately (without the involvement of a 
local authority) for the care of a child under 
the age of 16 years (under 18 if disabled), by 
someone other than a parent or close 
relative, in their own home, with the intention 
that it should last for 28 days or more. 
 

Given concerns about the level of ‘hidden’ 
private fostering, local authorities are required 
to raise public awareness of the requirement 
to notify the local authority of private fostering 
arrangements and therefore to reduce the 
number of ‘unknown’ private fostering 
arrangements.    

 

 
In 2017-18 a number of initiatives were undertaken to highlight the notification 
arrangements to existing and potential private foster carers, voluntary and statutory 
agencies, and members of the public. 
 
 

Private fostering training, as part of the LSCB Session on “Hidden Children”, was 
delivered in February 2018. 
 
Information about Private Fostering has been shared by the LSCB with professionals 
and members of the public via social media as part of Private Fostering Awareness 
Week (3-10 July 2017).   
 
Information about private fostering has been included in the primary and secondary 
school admissions booklets 2017-18.  Brighton & Hove City Council continues to 
raise awareness about the private fostering regulations with Language Schools and 
Guardianship Agencies. 
 
 
Monitoring Compliance with Duties and Functions 

 

 The Private Fostering procedures Brighton & Hove Children's Services 
Procedure Manual  were reviewed and updated in Aug 2017 

 The Carefirst Private Fostering reports were reviewed and updated July 2017 

 An audit of Private Fostering cases was undertaken in March 2018.  
 

The number of children living in Private Fostering Arrangements in 2017-18 is 30 
compared to 33 in 2016-17. During the year, 24 new notifications were received 

and 19 were confirmed as being private fostering. All new notifications received an 

initial visit, with 88% taking place within 7 working days.  Nineteen arrangements 

ended during the year, leaving a total of 11 children living in Private Fostering 

arrangements at 31 March 2018. 

http://brighton.proceduresonline.com/chapters/contents.html
http://brighton.proceduresonline.com/chapters/contents.html

