
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is child sexual abuse in the family 
environment?  
 
Although, child sexual exploitation is now widely acknowledged as a 
priority for local and national agencies with child protection 
responsibilities, child sexual abuse which occurs within families has 
been largely absent from the national conversation. This is despite the 
fact that the majority of victims of sexual abuse are abused by a family 
member or someone already known to the child.  
 
In light of recent findings that the vast majority of all cases of child 
sexual abuse (CSA) are committed by someone known to the victim 
(e.g. Radford et al., 2011; Berelowitz et al., 2013), the Office of the 
Children’s Commissioner (OCC) in England decided to conduct further 
research about the prevalence, nature, and impact of ‘intra-familial child 
sexual abuse’ (IFCSA)1. The OCC commissioned Middlesex University 
to undertake a systematic review of academic and non-academic 
literature on intra-familial child sexual abuse. The review (Horvath et 
al., 2014) formed the evidence base for a two-year inquiry into CSA in 
the Family Environment lead by the OCC.  
 
For the purposes of the inquiry the Office of the Children’s 
Commissioner defines child sexual abuse in the family environment as:  
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‘sexual abuse perpetrated or facilitated in or out of the home, 
against a child under the age of 18, by a family member, or 

someone otherwise linked to the family context or environment, 
whether or not they are a family member. Within this definition, 

perpetrators may be close to the victim (e.g. dad, uncle, stepdad) 
or less familiar (e.g. family friend, babysitter)’ Children’s 

Commissioner, 2015:6 

 

Official Definition of Child Sexual Abuse 
(England)  
 
The definition of child sexual abuse which is provided by Working Together to 
Safeguard Children, April 2018 is as follows:  

 
Sexual abuse involves forcing or enticing a child or young person to take part in 
sexual activities, not necessarily involving a high level of violence, whether or not the 
child is aware of what is happening. The activities may involve physical contact, 
including assault by penetration (for example, rape or oral sex) or non-penetrative 
acts such They may also include non-contact activities, such as involving children  
 
 

in looking at, or in the production 
of, sexual images, watching 
sexual activities, encouraging 
children to behave in sexually 
inappropriate ways, or grooming a 
child in preparation for abuse 
(including via the internet).  
 
Sexual abuse is not solely 
perpetrated by adult males. 
Women can also commit acts of 
sexual abuse, as can other 
children. as masturbation, kissing, 
rubbing and touching outside of 
clothing.   
 
 
 
 
 

This short briefing is aimed at professionals who work with children and families in 
Brighton & Hove.  It presents the key findings and recommendations from a recent multi 
agency looking at child sexual abuse in the family environment. A full report is also 
available for professionals working in partner agencies in Brighton & Hove upon request.  
If you would like a copy of this report please contact us at LSCB@Brighton-hove.gov.uk  
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 Methodology  

 
Seven cases which met the criteria - CSA in the family environment 
(CSAFE) were selected for audit. Cases were audited by 8 agencies that 
have provided a service to the child:  
 
 
 
 
Information also sought from the Child Witness Scheme about the support 
provided in cases where the child(ren) were required to attend a criminal 
trial. 
 
Audits were sent to Adult Mental Health, Adult Substance Misuse, and 
Probation Services but the adults were not known to these services. 
 
As with previous audits agencies completed audit tools separately and 
were then brought together in moderation day chaired DI by Lee Horner, 
Safeguarding and Investigation Unit, Sussex Police.  
 
The lead officers for the audit were: 
 

 DI Lee Horner, Safeguarding and Investigation Unit, Sussex Police 

 

 Dr Jamie Carter, Designated Doctor for Child Protection, Brighton 

and Hove Brighton and Hove & Coastal West Sussex Clinical 

Commissioning Groups 

Supported by Tina James, Quality Assurance Programme Manager, 
Brighton and Hove City Council. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Overall Judgements 
The final judgements for the cases rated the audits as ‘Good’ (3), Requires improvement (3) and Inadequate (1) 
Note:   Inadequate – the key issue relates to inadequate decision making following the most recent referral.   The children are safe as they were already 
in care. 

 
 

Purpose of the audit 
 
In November 2017 the LSCB Leadership Group agreed to a proposal 

made by the Monitoring & Evaluation Sub Committee for the theme of the 
Q4 2017-18 multi-agency audit to be Child Sexual Abuse in the Family 
Environment (CSAFE).    The rationale for the audit was that it had been 
four years since the last CSA audit.    In addition, there was an 
expectation that a theme for future Joint Targeted Area Inspection (JTAI) 
will be Child Sexual Abuse in the Family Environment. 
 
The purpose of the audit was to evaluate how effectively current multi-
agency practice protects children where concerns have been raised that 
sexual abuse may be occurring within a family. 

 
As part of the preparation for the audit, members of the LSCB Monitoring 
and Evaluation Sub Committee were asked whether there were any 
areas of practice which they felt the audit should give particular attention 
to.   From the response received, it was agreed that the following areas 
would be included in the audit: 
 

 Were concerns clearly recognised and dealt with early 
enough? 

 Was the CSA pathway being followed? 

 Were the therapeutic needs of the child and other family 
members fully addressed? 

 Did agencies work effectively together to protect the child? 
 

In addition to the above, the audit tool included a number of standards for 
auditors to evaluate which were informed by the local child protection 
procedures; Working Together 2015; Sussex Children’s SARC (2016), 
Guidance for Police Officers and Social Workers on arranging medical 
examinations for possible Child Sexual Abuse (CSA); and by Protecting 
Children from Harm (2015), the Office of the Children's Commissioner. 
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What is working well? 
 
Where referrals were made to the MASH/Front Door For 
Families (4 cases) and the Police (2 cases) concerns were 
clearly recognised and dealt with early enough.  Decision 
making was found to be good and there was consistency in 
the approach taken i.e. a timely and good quality response 
was given. 
 
Where a s47 investigation was required this was completed in 
a timely way and the outcome was appropriate & 
demonstrated sound decision making in all but one case.   
 
In all but one case there is evidence of the child being 
engaged in the process at all stages with some very good 
examples of individual needs and circumstances of the child 
being taken into account 
 
In two cases where the abuse is by another child, appropriate 
arrangements have been put in place e.g. the child is 
assessed and treated appropriately as ‘children who display 
harmful sexual behaviours’.  
 
The therapeutic needs of the child and family have been fully 
addressed in all cases 
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What do we need to improve?  
 

Strategy discussions were held in all cases however there were 
issues related to the involvement of relevant agencies and recording 
in 5/7 cases. 
 
The CSA Pathway was not followed in the majority of cases (5/7) – 
this relates to the SARC not being involved (in 5 cases); no ABE (one 
case) and no medical (one case).  
 
Although agencies are working effectively to protect the child, the 
interface with the Children’s SARC is happening either too late in the 
process or not at all. 
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LSCB Multi Agency Training:   
 

 
 
Child Sexual abuse is also considered within other training provided 
by the LSCB. It is discussed with the context of the core training 
days, to develop an understanding of the signs and potential 
symptoms, and also with the Expolitation Training offers. 

 
 
 

The LSCB provides specific 
training around the subject of 
CSA. There is a face to face 
training offer – Dealing with 
Child Sexual Abuse - 
https://www.brightonandhovelscb
.org.uk/event/dealing-with-child-
sexual-abuse-2/ 
 

https://www.brightonandhovelscb.org.uk/event/dealing-with-child-sexual-abuse-2/
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What Next?  
 

The areas in need of improvement have been considered by the audit group and the following recommendations are made: 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Whenever a referral is received to the Front Door for Families 
regarding CSA, the Children’s SARC need to be automatically 
included in the strategy discussion (regardless of whether a 
disclosure has been made by the child). 
 

 
All agencies to ensure that the strategy discussion involves 
the relevant agencies, in particular health and including the 
SARC. Once strategy discussions are recorded it is important 
that all agencies have a copy for their own records. 
 

 

All agencies to raise awareness with staff about the Children’s 
SARC including re-issuing the Brighton and Hove CSA Pathway 
and ensuring that all professionals know where to find the 
information 
 
 
It is important that safeguarding processes involving children in 
care are properly followed and recorded even though the 
children are safe. For example, there may be a tendency not to 
convene a strategy discussion as the child is safe.  See 
Croydon SCR ‘Claire’ pp17 and 51. 

 

                                            

 

Feedback   

 
We would like to hear your 
thoughts, feedback & 
comments on findings 
presented to you in this briefing 
and any feedback on the style 
of the briefing itself.  
 
Please contact us at  
LSCB@Brighton-Hove.gov.uk  
to ensure your voice is heard.  
 

 www.brightonandhovelscb.org.uk  
 

           @LSCB_Brighton  

Further Reading & Useful Links 
 

• Working Together to Safeguard Children, July 2018 

 

• Protecting Children from Harm, Office of the Children’s 

Commissioner 

 

• Preventing CSA, The Role of Schools, OCC 

 

• Sussex Children’s SARC (2016) Guidance for Police Officers and 

Social Workers on arranging medical examinations for 

possible child sexual abuse 

 

 

If you are concerned about a child in Brighton & Hove contact the  
Front Door for Families on 01273 290400 

 

You can also complete their online referral form  or email FrontDoorForFamilies@brighton-hove.gcsx.gov.uk 

 

http://brighton.proceduresonline.com/pdfs/csa_pathway.pdf
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https://twitter.com/LSCB_Brighton
http://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/content/children-and-education/front-door-families/front-door-families-referral-form-professionals
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