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The Johnson/Wade family 
 
 
 
Jermaine       aged 13 
Rosa       aged 6 
Jacky       aged 3 
 
Stella Wade       aged 28 
Mother  
 
Tony Johnson  aged 30 
Father  
 
The Johnson/Wade family is white British. 
 
Stella and Tony have been together for fifteen years. Their relationship has been 
very “on – off” and Tony has moved out for short periods in the past. 
 
Jermaine is a tall, thin boy with a rather sad demeanor. He is often late for school 
and in the last two months his attendance has declined to about eight in every 
ten days. His clothes are sometimes dirty and smelly.  In class Jermaine likes 
painting and listening to stories, but he gives up easily if a task seems difficult.  
Jermaine does join in with other children at break but he reacts badly if he does 
not get his own way and sometimes hits or kicks other children. 
 
Rosa too is often late in the mornings for school and her attendance matches 
Jermaine’s. There are similar issues about the state of her clothing.  Rosa 
appears more confident than her brother and seems to find it easier to make 
friends. She is also more able with her school work and Rosa’s teacher thinks 
she would be making good progress if her attendance improved. 
 
Jacky has just started attending the school nursery.  There are similar issues 
about her presentation and attendance to that of her older siblings.  A 
developmental check has indicated six months’ delay in Jacky’s fine motor skills, 
and speech and language. Stella told a nursery worker that she was finding 
Jacky “a handful” and she finds it a struggle to give Jacky the attention she 
wants. 
 
The Head Teacher for Jacky and Rosa’ school has written to the parents to 
discuss the children’s progress and whether any help is needed but this has not 
produced any response 
 
Stella has a history of depression dating back to the time after Jacky was born 
and at these times she finds it hard to maintain a routine for the children. Stella 
has been prescribed anti-depressants but she has reported a mixed response to 
these, saying that sometimes they help her feel better but at others leaving her 
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feeling sluggish. She would like to give the children more of her time and 
attention but says she feels exhausted just doing the bare minimum. She would 
like to get a job but she does not think she could manage that and the care of the 
children. Also, she does not have any qualifications and lacks confidence. 
 
Not a lot is known about the children’s father, Tony Johnson. Stella has said that 
she would like him to help her more with the children but he is often out. He does 
sometimes take Rosa and Jacky to school however. Apparently he has been 
employed intermittently but seems to have difficulty holding down a job. The 
family relies on benefits and sometimes the money runs out before the next 
payment is due. 
 
 
 
What would you want to know about each family member? 
 
How would you go about finding this out? 
 
How would you engage the children in any assessment? 
 
Who else do you think would need to be involved? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


