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insert a few words from deb about children’s services as lead agency and plan for section 11.
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Safeguarding procedures

Working Together 2015.

Recommendations from the CDOP Panel to Brighton & Hove LSCB
 Seek re-assurance from Brighton & Sussex University Hospital Trust that services are operating in
accordance with NICE guidance on Feverish Illness in Children (2013) and how this is being monitored.
 Brighton & Hove Clinical Commissioning Group and NHS England Area Team to provide a reminder to
all health professionals of the importance of listening to parents when they report that their children are
acutely unwell and to encourage parents to bring the child back for further assessment if the child’s
health does not improve or deteriorates.
 Request regular updates from the Brighton & Hove Clinical Commissioning Group on the

implementation of the Action Plan relating to communication difficulties between community services,
local hospital and specialist tertiary centre.

Table Discussions
MARAC Annual Report

Safeguarding in Schools Audit

MARAC (Multi-Agency-Risk-AssessmentConference) is a meeting where information is
shared on the highest risk domestic abuse cases
between representatives of local police, health,
child protection, housing practitioners,
Independent Domestic Violence Advisors
(IDVAs) and other specialists from the statutory
and voluntary sectors. A victim/survivor should
be referred to the relevant MARAC if they are an
adult (16+) who resides in the borough and are
at high risk of domestic violence from their adult1.1
(16+) partner, ex-partner or family member.

Keeping Children Safe in Education states that under
Section 14B of the Children Act 2004 the LSCB can
require schools or colleges to supply information in
order for the LSCB to perform its functions. Under
this authority schools are requested to complete
annually a safeguarding audit. This is a selfassessment tool which requires schools to rate
themselves as red, amber or green against 50
safeguarding standards.

In 2014/15 the MARAC discussed 467 cases. Of
the cases heard, 51% involved victims with
children. In total, there were 361 children
associated with these cases. From the 1st
September 2015 responsibility for the
management of the MARAC transferred to the
Joint Domestic, Sexual Violence & Abuse and
Violence against Women & Girls (VAWG) Unit.
There is further work underway to review the
MARAC process, making and implementing
recommendations to deliver a second generation
MARAC process with the capacity to link to
Children Service and Early Help ‘front doors’, as
well as arrangements for the delivery of the
national ‘Troubled Families’ programme.
In September 2014 the LSCB carried out an in
depth multi-agency audit to assure itself of how
well agencies were working together to
safeguard children and young people who
experience DVA. You can read about this audit
here.

Schools engaged willingly with this process this year
with 100% of establishments submitting an audit.
Thirteen Independent schools were approached to
complete the audit: six schools have already done so.
Significant modifications in the tool this year included
self-assessing that:
 Staff are proactive in tackling Child Sexual
Exploitation (CSE), Female Genital Mutilation
(FGM), Forced Marriage (FM) and Radicalisation.
There is a focus on prevention, early identification
and intervention; this includes appropriate policies
or guidelines on responding to these matters.
There is appropriate coverage of these topics
within the curriculum to raise awareness and
prevention.
For all schools the vast majority of the 50 standards
are rated as green, reflecting that the schools have
appropriate systems in place to safeguard children.
Sixteen schools assessed at least one area of their
practice to be red. In most cases the area which was
rated as red was the new addition relating to CSE,
FGM, Forced Marriage and Radicalisation. Board has
been assured that recognition and response to selfharm will be incorporated in next year’s audit.

Core group and network meeting audit action plan
The LSCB undertook an audit to examine the effectiveness of multi-agency working through Network Meetings &
Core Groups. A recommendation from this audit was for Chairing of Network Meetings & Core Groups to be a
multi-agency responsibility. This was challenged by Board, the Executive Director of Children’s Services would like
Children’s Services as the lead agency to continue chairing these meetings.
Another recommendation was for minutes of the meeting to be kept simple with the focus of the meeting on the
child’s plan with progress made/changes required recorded on the plan and updated. This recommendation was
agreed, alongside one that ensure that a record of the meeting (whether this is minutes or an updated plan) is
recorded and circulated to members within 2 weeks. The Principal Social Worker and the Quality Assurance
Programme Manager will lead on this quality assurance work. The Monitoring & Evaluation Subcommittee will be
requested to draw up a directory of family friendly venues following feedback from parents during the audit. The
Learning & Development Officer has been tasked with ensuring parents feedback and clear messages about
minuting taking expectations are incorporated in future LSCB Core Group training offers. You can read more about
this audit here
Following feedback to the Participation & Engagement Subcommittee the
Board have agreed that the minutes of the quarterly meetings will be published on
the LSCB Website, www.brightonandhovelscb.org.uk. This is to reflect #yourLSCB's
commitment to a culture of openness, and as a reminder that Safeguarding is
Everybody's Responsibility.
If you would have any questions or comments on this briefing please contact the
Board's office at LSCB@Brighton-Hove.gov.uk

